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SUBJECT: POSTPONEMENT OF PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT 

1 . PRIME MINISTER BEGIN TELEPHONED ME AT 1310 HOURS 
TO REPORT THE CABINET HAD DECIDED THAT HE SHOULD 
POSTPONE HIS VISIT FOR A WEEK'S TIME. HE ASKED THAT 

1 IMMEDIATELY CONVEY THIS NEWS TO THE PRISIDENT WITH 
HIS HOPE THAT THE PRESIDENT'S SCHEDULE MIGHT PERMIT 
THE VISIT TO TAKE PLACE AT ANY DATE FROM MARCH 19 
ONWARD. HE ALSO ASKED THAT I TRANSMIT TO THE 
PRESIDENT HIS PROFOUND APOLOGIES FOR THE NEED TO 
POSTPONE HIS JOURNEY. I REITERATED MY ASSURANCES 
FROM THIS MORNING THAT I WAS CERTAIN THE PRESIDENT 
WOULD FULLY UNDERSTAND THIS DECISION. 

2. ALTHOUGH BEGIN MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE FULLY 
UNDERSTOOD THERE MIGHT BE COMPLICATIONS FOR THE 
PRESIDENT IN RESCHEDULING THE VISIT IN A WEEK'S TIME, 

HE ALSO LEFT ME IN NO DOUBT THAT HE IS VERY 
ANXIOUS TO MAKE THE TRIP TO WASHINGTON AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE FOLLWOING THE WEEK OF MOURNING HERE. I 
PROMISED TO GET A RESPONSE TO HIM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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